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MUseum  2-5240 


the  PRESIDENT’S  M 


• ■ • 


John  F.  Beggy,  President 


Dear  Friends:  productive  We  can  report  progress  in  all  fields:  in  the 

Our  first  year  has  been  exciting  busy  ^nd  produc  Education. 

establishment  of  the  Rehabilitation  enter,  in  523 1 Centre  Avenue,  we  are  ready  to  begin 

,„ch]n6  ptiiio"  .<  *=  -«■  bus  .„d  »e„  c,  .„d 

,«b  torwa,.. » ,he g,o„p  d »„ »,  ab.,,.  M.,ch 

-i  «>•  blind  s,ude„,s  a.  D.  Pan,  Ins.i™. 
“"’a!  wTl“k  o"t  ~rJ'e"rTFo?rerTO^^^  deeply  grarelul  .o  all  who  b”™ 

brine  our  plans  to  reality.  To  our  many  friends  who  have  given  so  generously,  to  business  and  ‘"dustry, 
m tte  foundations,  to  our  auxiliaries,  to  the  press,  radio  and  television-^f  all  denominations,  we  ex 

heartfelt  thanks.  , . 

With  the  opening  of  the  Rehabilitation  Center,  and  with  your  continued  support,  we  w^^continue 

to  move  forward. 

Sincerely  yours, 


January  24,  1961 


Shown  signing  the  papers  for  the  purchase  of  the  prop- 
erty for  the  Rehabilitation  Center  are:  seated,  from  left, 
John  F.  Beggy,  Guild  President,  and  C.  E.  Paulin,  Vice 
Ptesident,  Union  Title  Co.;  standing,  Lautence  S.  Bell, 
Guild  Treasurer;  Mrs.  Howard  A.  Vilsack,  Recording  Sec- 
retary, and  the  Rev.  Paul  M.  Lackner,  Executive  Director. 


THE  REHABILITATION  CENTER 


When  an  adult  loses  his  sight,  he  doesn’t  lose  his  intelligence,  his  talents  and  special 
skills,  his  know-how,  nor  his  interest  in  the  world  around  him.  He  does  lose  confidence 

in  his  ability  to  do  the  simple  things  he’s  done  all  his  life.  He  feels  forsaken  and  lost 

alone  and  useless.  A productive  citizen  is  lost  to  the  community.  This  need  not  happen. 

The  Rehabilitation  Center,  one  of  the  two  private,  professional  agencies  in  the  coun- 
try equipped  to  offer  complete  rehabilitation  training  exclusively  to  blinded  men  and 
women,  is  the  modern  answer  for  the  doctor,  the  homemaker,  the  teacher,  lawyer,  sales- 
man or  the  laborer  who  loses  his  sight. 

The  aim  of  the  Center  is  to  assist  the  newly  blinded  adult  to  re-establish  his  pre- 
blindness  patterns  of  life  through  training  in  skills  and  attitudes.  The  Center  will  help  to 
make  it  possible,  for  example,  for  an  attorney  who  loses  his  sight  to  return  to  the  prac- 
tice of  law,  to  continue  to  use  his  education  and  experience.  Certainly  a surgeon  can  no 


Once  a good  cook;  she  is  again! 


longer  perform  operations  if  he  becomes  blind,  but  his 
knowledge  and  experience  are  still  valuable.  They  should 
not  be  wasted  on  some  unimportant  job,  just  “doing  some- 
thing to  keep  busy.”  There  is  a place  for  him  in  the  medical 
profession  and  he  should  return  to  it. 

The  Greater  Pittsburgh  Guild  for  the  Blind,  of  which 
the  Rehabilitation  Center  is  a major  part,  serves  in  only 
two  other  areas:  in  conducting  a Mobility  Program  for  those 
who  cannot  take  the  complete  rehabilitation  training,  and 
in  attempting  through  public  education  to  change  stereo- 
typed ideas  concerning  blindness. 


There  will  be  no  magic  formula  at  the  Rehabilitation 
Center.  The  blinded  people  who  come  there  will  leave 
there  weeks  later  still  blind.  But  people  who  ate  helped 
at  meals  in  the  first  week  will  be  cooking  meals  and  wait- 
ing on  table  in  the  last.  And  terribly  dependent  people 
will  leave  with  a balanced  independence. 


ENT  NEEDS 


In  the  fall  of  1959  and  the  spring  of  I960,  the  Greater 
Pittsburgh  Guild  for  the  Blind  launched  a Campaign  for 
Capital  Funds. 

Thanks  to  the  generosity  of  friends,  business  firms, 
foundations,  fraternal  organizations,  the  St.  Lucy’s  Auxil- 
iary, and  our  auxiliaries— a substantial  sum  of  money  was 
realized. 

With  this  money  we  have  begun  our  Guild  services  to 
the  blind  persons  and  we  have  established  The  Rehabilita- 
tion Center. 


Despite  careful  economies  in  every  area,  the  Greater 
Pittsburgh  Guild  for  the  Blind  finds  it  necessary  at  this 
time  to  appeal  for  additional  funds. 


HANDS  ...  no  longer  groping  and  afraid! 


These  funds  will  complete  the  purchase  cost  of  The 
Rehabilitation  Center,  pay  for  the  necessary  renovation 
and  remodeling,  provide  Special  Projects,  and  sustain  costs 
of  operating  The  Rehabilitation  Center  during  its  first 
year. 

The  Board  of  Directors  has  established  a goal  of 
$210,000  to  cover  these  necessary  and  pressing  costs. 

The  Greater  Pittsburgh  Guild  for  the  Blind  looks  to 
its  many  friends  in  this  time  of  need. 


OPPORTUNITIES  AHEAD 


■ • ■ 


Now  that  The  Rehabilitation  Center  is  a reality  and 
its  great  aims  and  objectives  lie  within  reach,  numerous 
opportunities  call  out  for  continued  interest  and  support. 

Your  generosity  can  provide  areas  for  special  training 
and  education. 

Your  generosity  can  insure  the  complete  rehabilitation 
of  blind  adults  for  generations  to  come. 

Among  those  projects  of  special  importance  ate: 

• Classrooms  for  the  Instructional  Program  (includ- 
ing all  necessary  equipment). 


• The  Fix-It  Shop,  with  all  facilities  for  training  in 
manual  skills. 

• Dining  Room  and  Kitchen  Area,  with  the  auxiliary 
aids  of  instruction  and  training  in  food  preparation 
and  service. 

• The  Rumpus  Room  (Hi-Fi,  Talking  Books),  fur- 
niture and  equipment. 

^ Resident  Proctor  s Apartment,  with  furnishings. 

You  can  dedicate  these  areas  of  service  in  your  own 
name,  or  in  the  names  of  your  beloved  relatives  and  friends. 


LIVING  MEMORIALS... 

Down  through  the  ages,  names  like  Washington,  Franklin,  Lincoln,  and  scores  of 
others  will  live  forever  in  the  lives  of  Americans.  These  names  are  immortal  because 
they  represent  unselfish  service  for  fellow-man. 

The  same  is  true  of  The  Rehabilitation  Center,  dedicated  to  service  . . . restoring 
adult  blind  persons  to  successful  living  in  the  community.  The  gratitude  of  countless  blind 
adults  will  bless  its  ministry  of  service. 

Here,  indeed,  is  your  opportunity  to  create  a LIVING  MEMORIAL  to  your  care 
and  concern  for  your  fellow-men,  of  today  and  tomorrow. 


MOBILITY  TRAINING  PROGRAM 


Great  progress  has  been  made  in  the  field  of  Mobility  Training  during  the  Guild’s 
first  year. 

Mobility  Training  is  a course  of  instruction  and  practice,  designed  to  enable  a blind 
person  to  travel  by  himself  with  the  Hoover  cane.  It  helps  the  blind  person  to  walk  alone 
and  free,  to  travel  and  shop,  independent  of  sighted  guides. 

After  thorough  training  at  the  Hines  Veterans  Hospital  in  Chicago,  and  at  St.  Paul  s 
Rehabilitation  Center  in  Boston,  Mr.  Robert  K.  Hughes  joined  the  Guild  staff  last  year 
and  continued  the  Mobility  Program,  begun  in  1959. 


ALERT  and  Confident  because  now  she  knows  how! 


Among  the  30  men  and  women  who  have  so  far  benefited  by  the  Mobility  Program  are:  two  teachers,  a student,  a cafe  owner,  a canteen  operator,  several 
homemakers,  mill  workers  and  retired  persons.  The  student,  teachers,  homemakers,  canteen  and  cafe  operators  have  continued  their  former  occupations.  Two 
other  trainees  have  gone  into  sales  work. 


In  addition  to  individual  clients,  Mr.  Hughes  has  begun  a pilot  program  at  the  John 
Kane  Memorial  Hospital  where  he  instructs  a group  of  blind  patients  in  mobility.  Similar 
programs  are  being  prepared  for  blind  students  now  attending  public  schools  and  for  blind 
students  at  De  Paul  Institute. 

Miss  Martha  Ball,  a graduate  of  Duquesne  University,  is  a member  of  the  Guild  staff, 
presently  working  for  her  Master’s  Degree  in  Peripatology*  at  Boston  College.  On  com- 
pletion of  her  course  she  will  return  to  the  Guild  as  one  of  eight  professionally  trained 
peripatologists  in  this  country. 


* Peripatology  is  the  science  which  assists  the  blind  person  in  orientation  and  mobility  through 
training  of  the  remaining  senses  and  in  the  knowledge  and  use  of  devices. 


Fencing  teaches  the  blinded  adult  skill  in  handling 
tools  that  extend  touch  sense. 


THE  GREATER  PITTSBURGH  GUILD  FOR  THE  BLIND 


OFFICERS 

John  F.  Beggy 

Albert  H.  Burchfield 

Samuel  J.  Sugerman 

Laurence  S.  Bell 

Mrs.  Howard  A.  Vilsack 

Miss  Bernadette  M.  Marlier 


President 

First  Vice  President 

...Second  Vice  President 

Treasurer 

Recording  Secretary 

Corresponding  Secretary 


DIRECTORS 


Charles  P.  Berndt 
John  A.  Briley 
Hon.  John  G.  Brosky 
William  F.  Cleary 
Mrs.  George  L.  Craig,  Jr. 
John  F.  Donahue 
Daniel  M.  Hamill 
Edward  J.  Kelley 
Reverend  Paul  M.  Lackner 
Most  Rev. 


David  M.  Martin 
Frank  J.  Pohl 
Henry  Posner 
F.  W.  Ries,  Jr. 

Daniel  M.  Rooney 
Rev.  Dr.  Howard  C.  Scharfe 
Hon.  Samuel  A.  Weiss 
C.  William  Weisser,  M.D. 
Alan  A.  Wells 
J.  Wright 


Rev.  Paul  M.  Lackner... 
Dr.  Gordon  B.  Connor, 

William  Gallagher 

Robert  Hughes 


ADMINISTRATIVE  STAFF 

Executive  Director  JOHN  Reid Office  Manager— Secretary 

Assistant  Director  MARTHA  Ball Peripatologist  (In  tra.ning) 

Director  of  Rehabilitation  KATHARINE  KUHN Administrator  of  Public  Education 

Assistant  Director  of  Rehabilitation  Mary  Ann  Secretary 


Mobility  Instructor  (Staffing  is  continuing  and  will  be  completed  soon) 
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